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possessions and give to the poor, and you

will have treasure in heaven. Then co

"If you want to be perfect, go, sell your
follow me."
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Mailing Address:
PO Box 2855 Prescott, AZ 86305

Physical Address:

609 W. Gurley St. Prescott, AZ 86301
Phone: (928) 777-8750

Website: prescottorthodox.org

Priest:
Emeritus:

President:
Secretary:

Treasurers:

At large:

Parish Clergy
Fr. John A. Peck
Fr. Bill Clark

Parish Board
George Rizk
Marnie Butts

Kally Key &
Raymond Zogob

Kris Wells
Bob Hunt
Mike Winney

Among those who embrace the “Death To The Worldaldit is
not uncommon to see flyers and brochures of icowlsScripture
verses peppering the urban areas, wherever theylleed.
They are often seen where no other Christian message seen
or have been for some time. They speak volumesfeithwords.
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erhaps the greatest tragedy
of modern Christendom,
besides its having divorced
itself from communion with
the historic, Apostolic Church, is
that it imitates Cain in its stubborn
refusal to be corrected by the same.
Rather than answering the question
of “What is true worship?” by
looking backward to see what the
early Christians did, it puts a pre-
mium on devising continually
“new and contemporary” forms of
worship that ultimately are geared
more toward entertaining the par-
ticipants and pleasing them, rather
than on pleasing God. Contempo-
rary worship must be “exciting and
lively” and “meeting the people
where they are at” rather than on
holy and reverential and lifting the
people up to where God is at.

The late Fr. Seraphim Rose during Divine Liturgy

The contemporary worship experience can very ndmlikened to a junkie continually seeking a new
and better “high”, and the value of a morning’s s¥op is evaluated entirely on whether or not itdipia
pants feel “blessed” by it. Does this not indicdte self-centered nature of such an experiencethbg
are putting their own blessing ahead of God’s? Wanmagine that St. Paul’s only concern for therchu
in Corinth was that they “get their socks bless#dioring worship” and if they weren't, then pertsap
they should replace the bass guitarist with somaoow “spirit-led”? His primary concern for them sva
that they judge and conduct themselves rightlyr@eoto partake of the Body and Blood of the Laréhi
worthy manner, for without this they were not paiug the spiritual worship which they owed to God.

Modern Christians have drifted terribly from thelsags! Many groups
are beginning to recognize this and are leavingnioetontemporary
forms of worship to embrace the more traditionattaristic-based
forms. This seems like death to those who lovetapging worship, but
in fact the Life of God is hidden in these ancifemtms and they very
much need to be brought back in our day. Even ibeteld be for mod-
ern Christians to return to the Orthodox Churchicllis the Apostolic
Church, and which still focuses on the worship ofiGin spirit and
truth” as it has from its beginning.

May God preserve us in true worship for our sabratand to the glory of
His Holy Name!
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“Bobby?” Here. “Susie?” Here. “Emily?” Heré&Jimmie?” Invisibly present.

What? How can Jimmie be invisibly present? liim class along with his fellow students,
surely his classmates can see him. Why then doasswer the teacher’s roll call with
“invisibly present?” The word invisible is defin@d that which cannot be seen and the word
present means being at the specified place. Tthputvo words together is to create an oxy-
moron which is defined as a figure of speech inciwltontradictory terms are combined.

So it would seem that Jimmie has indeed spokerxamaron. You cannot be present and in-
visible at the same time. Or can you? Let us takk@ down memory lane and go back to
school to find out. | know; some of you weren'tipaularly fond of school. But we are only
going back for the duration of this article so gle®ear with me.

First, why do we go to school? To learn thingsvbfch we know nothing about. As young
children we need to learn the basics, readingingriand arithmetic along with other subjects
that will give us the tools we need to functioradsilts and to find work. Upon graduation, we
receive a diploma or degree. Likewise, as Chnistizve go to church to learn about a subject of
which we know little or nothing about, God, so that can function in a society that is increas-
ingly forgetting who He is. Unlike school, leargiabout God is a lifelong educational process.
Our graduation comes only when it is time to lethie earth and, if we have done well, we re-
ceive salvation and eternal life. Wouldn't thatkanice in a frame on your wall?

Returning to the classroom, in order for us torlgaioperly there are certain things we must

have with us at all times. Pens, pencils, notebdnhkt the pc kind) and rulers are just a few of
the items all students need to learn. These arexternal things that are necessary. There are
internal things that students must also bring wigm to get the most out of the learning experi-
ence. Proper rest, an alert attitude, being pegpiar learn, silence, stillness and respect for the
teacher and fellow students are additional thingsyestudent should come to class with. All of
these things, both external and internal, are tatéhe learning process. No student can succeed
without them.

If any of these are missing, especially on therirgkside, not only does the one student suffer
but his fellow students and even the teacher mégrsas well. How? Think back to any given
year in school. Do you remember some of your ohasss? | certainly remember many of
mine and, | must confess, there are a few I'd ratloe  The ones that | do not want to remem-
ber are the ones that made school harder thare#@#ddy was.

There was the student that always arrived lateptigethat constantly whispered things through-
out class, the one that passed notes, the onedpid your work over your shoulder, the one
that needed to borrow a pen or piece of paper d@levesy day and of course, the class clown.
We all knew at least one of each of these, rightine of us may have even been one. | admit
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to being the occasional whisperer and note pas-
ser myself. Hey, | never said | was a perfect
kid.

Anyway, the reason that | am refreshing your
memory about these students is so that you will
remember what it was like to be in class with
them. While most of them were good kids, they
made it harder to learn because their actions
drew your attention away from the teacher and
the lesson being taught. Their actions may have
been harmless enough, but it still took some-
thing away from the lesson. The harder the sub-
ject, the less you could afford to not pay atten-
tion.

Consider too the teacher. A teacher’s job is dif-
ficult enough, what with trying to manage
twenty plus minds that are not always operating
on full throttle. Some of those minds barely
leave the launch pad. It takes a very dedicated
and patient individual to be a teacher, someone
that knows not every student comes to class
ready and willing to learn.

We know that Jesus certainly dealt with this in élie role as a teacher. When He began His
ministry, it did not take long for Him to discovidrat, while He was ready to teach, not all of

His students were ready to learn. Consider sontieeotudents in His classroom. There were
the first twelve. Their behavior included notéising enough, arguing with each other, talking
amongst themselves, one being apparently jealoasaiher because number two was
Teacher’s favorite, one was a major hothead andttiere was the one that snitched on Teacher
to the Pharisees and eventually sold Him out. &kere other students that joined the class
along the way, two of whom remind me very mucharfis of my own classroom experiences.

They were Mary and Martha, one of whom paid veogelattention to every word that Teacher
spoke and the other that paid no attention atM#ry was the good student. She sat still, ea-
gerly listened to Teacher and tried not to let himg or anyone take her attention away from
Him. Then there was Martha. She was a good kidnbt a very good student. She moved
around too much, talked too much and concernectlievigh everything except paying atten-
tion to Jesus and His lesson. When she triedi¢ofere with Mary’s learning process, you can
imagine Martha’s surprise when Jesus correcteatgibasically told her to get her priorities
straight. While Martha was concerned with senthmgy Teacher, Mary was concerned with
learning from Him. She could not have very welhddhat if she behaved like her sister.
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-out unseen war is fully engaged. In the case of th
the rebellion manifests itself externally in a rebe
corrupt world. This is good, but there are too many
stop at this point. Without searching any further,

to uncover the answers? True rebellion will stop at
fight for the good of the world, for the good of ot
good itself in whatever way it manifests itself. It
wage a revolution in the heart in order to conquer

to have a rebellion in truth. This is the kind of r

take place pr else it isn't rebellion at all.

There once was a counter-culture with the sole purp
against the world. This counter-culture was wise in
philosophy was based on recognizing the corruption
this lies half of the truth. It represents mire tru

would ever dare to acknowledge. But this counter-cu

at this, but must seek unto death the ultimate in t
complish that which it first set out to do: to care
world's wounds.

This counter culture of Punx is something that a ha
ers can easily identify with, for it is very clear
coming to a close. To be a true punk is to have not
element which kills, hurts and causes pain, but to
be in the world but not of the world.

In actuality the true ideals of punk have yet to be
Punx themselves, as does the fulness of their rebel
and this philosophy are the world's best kept secre
been in the souls of those few lovers of truth ever

of time. The philosophy of punk has been around for
hearts and souls of the true Punx ... The Monks.

Monks are those who for thousands of years have reb

corruption of this world by severing all chains bin
the world. They have fled this vain world to live i

the ground, and to dwell in the deserts. To eat may
even once a week, to wear the same clothes until th
apart, and to rarely sleep because the cause is mor
pleasures of this world. In these deprivations and
would realize one thing: There is no real suffering
know God.

This is the last true rebellion: To forsake the wor
God alone.
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The last true rebellion is death to the world.
To be crucified to the world and the world to
us. With the seed of dissatisfaction deeply
planted in the heart of today's society, rebel-
lion has been a small key to unlock the doors
of change. But the rebellion that the world has
known is not the fullness of true rebellion.

Since our times have come to a point where
things can't get much worse, the few remaining

lovers of truth must search deeper into themselves
truth itself -- but to get to this point a revoluti

A revolution in the hearts of these lovers of truth
annihilates all earthly and worldly thinking and th
thinking that is not of this world. Because that wh
is of the flesh and that which is of the spirit is

There is a grave necessity for this internal revolu
this can progress be made. For how can one help aw
wounds until one mends one's own wounds. After this
has taken place, true rebellion is an ideal that is

In this age of confusion and destruction, the neces
tween good vs evil has been deathly confused. The r
hilism. The philosophy of nothingness, that no ulti
In nihilism, there is neither love or hatred, good
death. The result of this is the soul destroying id
does not exist

The natural reaction to all of this is an internal
soul, for the soul cannot deny it's own existence.
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2) Gyro Booth is coming this June 12th and 13th. Keéepweekend clear
and get ready for a load of fun, fellowship and timgeand greeting

Prescott’s visitors and citizens!

Death To The World

Desert Wisdom

St Anthonys Monasteryin Florence, AZ
St. Paisius Monasteryin Safford, AZ

St. Tikhons Monasteryin South Canann, PA
St. Tikhon's is the oldest Orthodox monastery mWsA
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deathtotheworld.com

desertwisdom.org/dttw
stanthonysmonastery.org
stpaisiusmonastery.org

sttikhonsmonastery.org
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by Frederica Mathewes-Green
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Orthodox Monasticism continues on page 24
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